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SUMMERSDALE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

“Residents Working Together” 

MINUTES OF 44th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

On Thursday 13th February 2014 at St Michael’s Hall 

 

 

1. WELCOMES AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Welcomed by SRA Chairman Roger Hobbs were Mayor 

of Chichester Cllr John Hughes, other Councillors representing Chichester North : Cllr Jeremy Hunt (WSCC), Cllr Tony 

Dignum (CDC+CCC), Cllr Barbara Reeves (CCC),  Campaigns Director at Chichester Festival Theatre and guest speaker 

Sarah Mansell (CFT), SRA Honorary and Life Members and Members.  

 

Apologies from Andrew Tyrie MP, Cllr Peter Evan, Cllr Derek James and Ann James, Cllr Peter Budge, Cllr Simon 

Lloyd-Williams, PCSO Karen Turnell, Trevor Owen (Assistant Planning Secretary), Keith and Marjorie Pattison, John 

Newman, Penny and Michael Hannant, David Heaver, Marion Cover, Gillian Evans, John Wilford, (Independent 

Examiner) and SRA committee member, Janet Leonard (Minutes Secretary) and Vanessa Stern (Members Secretary), 

who was poorly and best wishes were sent for a speedy recovery. 

 

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS YEAR’S AGM ON 7 FEBRUARY 2013 

Proposer: Gillian Berry, seconder: Patrick Madeley.  Approved unanimously. 

 

3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. Roger Hobbs said his first year had been both interesting and very enjoyable.  Much 

SRA work centred on planning, aimed at protecting what we enjoy but also helping to shape what we would like to see in 

the future.  He accepts that there will be change and will support that when it is considered to be appropriate change.  The 

SRA does try to celebrate, encourage and support all those things that make Summersdale a treasured place for the 

community to live and enjoy.  The SRA has supported local community activities including Singing for Health, The 

Theatre in the Park, The Avenue Street Party, Chichester in Bloom, as well as improvements and repairs to the fabric of 

Summersdale, including dealing with the flooding outside One Stop Shop, which was finally attended to, thanks to the 

efforts from the SRA Chairman, Cllrs Jeremy Hunt and Len Macey, and member Ray Carter.  Other activities included 

improvements for bus users and pedestrians in Broyle and Lavant Roads and setting up a working party to work with the 

Lavant Road Surgery to look for ways to improve the service.  

 

The Chairman individually thanked all the Committee Members who worked hard to support the work of the SRA.  He 

thanked everyone who gave encouragement and active support to the District Councils’ defence of their decision to refuse 

a residential development on the field north of Keepers Wood.  In particular he thanked Mike Hall, Chairman of 

Residents Against Greenfield Encroachment (RAGE2), and Cllrs Jeremy Hunt and Tony Dignum.  Interestingly, the 

appeal was dismissed not on technical grounds but mainly because of the adverse impact the development would have on 

the character of the countryside which the inspector found would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits of 

the scheme.  He also considered that the noise from being beneath the flight path from Goodwood aerodrome would be 

seriously annoying for new residents.  However, the chairman warned against complacency.  The inspector acknowledged 

that there was a shortfall in housing numbers, and a government presumption in favour of development.  He placed little 

weight on the CDC’s FAD document or the emerging Local Plan. Therefore, unless and until a Local Plan was in place, 

other applications for development outside the Settlement Policy Area was a possibility. 

 

Lastly the Chairman is meeting with Zero C and the developers Colton Care Homes on Monday 4
th
 March to discuss the 

latest works programme.  Works are programmed to start on the south-west corner of the former barracks site in April 

following some accommodating works in March including the removal of the conifers and the erection of hoarding 

around the site.  The Puffin Crossing in Broyle Road and the play area agreed under the S106 agreement are programmed 

for the late summer.  The affordable housing flats will be handed over to the housing association Haltoe next week and 

the community room, which is now complete, will be managed by the Chichester Community Development Trust and is 

available for hire. 

 

4. ADOPTION OF ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2013 

Peter Bickley explained the accounts. There were no questions. 

Adoption of accounts: proposer Jeremy Hunt, seconder Michael Berry.  Adopted unanimously. 
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5. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Chairman Sue Spooner chaired this item.  Sole candidate: Roger Hobbs.  Proposer: Sue Spooner, seconder: Jeremy 

Hunt.  Elected unanimously. 

 

Other officers and committee members: Roger Hobbs resumed the Chair.  It was agreed to elect other committee 

members en bloc.  Sue Spooner (Vice Chairman), Janet Leonard (Minutes Secretary)  Peter Bickley (Treasurer and 

Minutes Sec 2), Vanessa Stern (Membership Secretary), Michael Berry (Newsletter Distribution), Andrew Birch 

(Planning Secretary), Mary Quiney (Newsletter Editor), Trevor Owen (Assistant Planning Sec), Dennis Martin 

(Goodwood Liaison), Michael Steel (Webmaster).  Proposer: Margaret Evans, seconder Jeremy Hunt.  Elected 

unanimously. 

 

6. ELECTION OF INDEPENDENT EXAMINER. John Wilford was thanked for examining the accounts 

approved above.  He had confirmed that he was willing to continue, if elected.   

Proposer Jeremy Hunt, seconder Dennis Martin.  Elected unanimously. 

 

7.  GUEST SPEAKER. Sarah Mansall, Campaign Director, Chichester Festival Theatre. Sarah returned to address 

the meeting on the progress made in the last year towards an opening date for the Theatre in July and to comment on the 

success of the theatre in the park.  All the works are necessary to bring the theatre up to modern standards and meet 

current regulations in terms of building control, health and safety, fire regulations and DDA compliance.  The additions 

included an enlarged basement as internal storage for the props and scenery; the provision for an orchestra pit; new 

administration building together with new dressing rooms with en suite changing facilities for the cast.  There are now 

two high capacity lifts for people with disabilities and extra 100 seat capacity in the main house.  Ventilation and air 

conditioning have been improved and new materials have been used in the roof to reduce noise.   

 

Sarah drew attention to the changing colour of the facade which would mellow within two years.  Attention had been paid 

to the use of natural light in the box office and bar area; there were more windows around the building, and a new 

brasserie.  There would be more room for tables and chairs outside.  Car access to the Box Office for drop offs would 

remain.  Opportunities have been taken to make views over the City to the Cathedral and, to the north, the playing fields.   

 

8. OPEN FORUM 

a)  County Councillor Jeremy Hunt said that although there was an overall £141m to be saved over the next 4 years, there 

was still money for funding adult social care, flood relief schemes, and new money for upgrading urban and village roads. 

He supported the local work that had been done in the last year including raising pavements to improve wheel chair 

access to buses in the Lavant road; clearing the drains around One Stop to alleviate flooding, and filling a multitude of 

pot-holes in the roads, which is ongoing. 

 

b)   District Councillor, Tony Dignum said that the Local Plan was to be forwarded to the Inspector in April 2014 and that 

we will have to wait up to six months for his approval.  It would propose at least 410 houses per year in areas including 

White House Farm Old Place Farm, Tangmere, and Shopwyke.  To ease the impact of this development there was a 

government “new homes grant” for development, worth £2.1 million.  The District Council were able to spend some of 

this on community projects.  He said that locally £25,000 could be bid for by the local community for a grant for capital 

projects. 

 

c)   The routing of the No. 60 bus was discussed.  Unfortunately in spite of requests from the SRA the bus company is not 

prepared to issue another number for one of the routes despite the confusion caused by their using one number for two 

routes, nor were the prepared to re-route the service away from College Lane.   

 

d)   Members thanked the Committee for all the work that had been carried out over the year under the new Chairman 

Roger Hobbs, especially the way in which the committee continues to work together towards preserving Summersdale for 

the future. 

 

e)   Karen Turrell, our Police Community Support Officer was unable to attend the meeting, but had sent a report to be 

read at the meeting by Gillian Berry.  Karen noted the very good news of lower crime figures for the Chichester North 

Area.  She wrote of a new initiative aimed at persuading cyclists not to ride without lights.  She mentioned several recent 

problems and remarked that she very much hoped that her duty roster would allow her to be present at some future SRA 

committee meeting and asked if she could be sent minutes and dates so that she can check availability. 

 

PCB/RMH 19/2/2014 final  


