
SUMMERSDALE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on 24 July 2014 

At St Michael’s Hall 

www.summersdaleresidents.co.uk 

Residents Working Together 

 

Present: Roger Hobbs (Chairman)   Mrs Sue Spooner (Vice Chairman) 

  Mrs Janet Leonard (Minutes Secretary) Mike Steel - Webmaster 

  Dennis Martin (Goodwood Liaison)  Mrs Mary Quiney – Newsletter Editor 

  Michael Berry –Newsletter Distribution 

 
1. Welcome to members attending 

The chairman welcomed all members attending – Mr Robert Johnston, Mrs Margaret Evans, Mr Peter Evans and Mr Jeremy Hunt. 

 

2. Apologies for Absence 

 Received from Mrs Vanessa Stern, Mr Andrew Birch, Mr Peter Bickley and Mr Trevor Owen. 

 

3. Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday 29 May 2013 
 MS noted that the item on emails should read ‘sent’ not ‘received’.  Noted, amended and signed by RH. 

 

4. Any matters arising from the minutes not covered below 
 None 

 

5. Chairman’s Report 

Goodwood Motor Circuit: RH & DM had a useful meeting with Lloyd McNeill from Goodwood.  LM said that Lord March 

intends for the unsilenced members’ event to continue to be run in a similar format to that experienced on the 29
th

 -30
th

 March, 

although with some limit on the late night activity and much better publicity.  RH felt that the SRA needed to take a measured 

approach.  He acknowledged that the activities at Goodwood did bring benefits to the City and that many members of the SRA 

welcomed the meetings, some working at the events and many others attending them.  Likewise many enjoyed seeing and hearing 

the historic aeroplanes that visit Goodwood.  He also accepted that over the years Goodwood had made attempts to be good 

neighbours , they had undertaken works to try to reduce noise and introduced good traffic management measures to reduce the 

problems caused to the local road network.  It was acknowledged that the easterly wind throughout the whole event had exacerbated 

the noise nuisance for Summersdale residents, and it was also a fine weekend when people wanted to get out in their gardens.  This 

was the first time that this event had been staged in recent past and being it was solely for Goodwood Racing Club Members many 

residents were taken by surprise.  Some Committee members felt that it was not realistic to choose to live near a race track and 

airfield and not expect some noise.  However, taking all that into account, the Chairman felt that the intrusion that the March event 

had on the local community was not acceptable.  He and other committee members received numerous complaints at the time and 

continuing for some time thereafter.  Lloyd McNeill was sympathetic but felt there was little more that could be done in terms of 

noise reduction from the track.  However, he did offer to look at the timing of events that went on into the evening and to make sure 

that the event was better publicised.  RH offered to include the dates on the SRA Website and also send an e-mail around to 

members to ensure that they were aware of the dates of the event.  The SRA will continue to monitor this event and liaise with 

Goodwood.   

Old Place Farm development: A meeting has been arranged for 20 August with the agents dealing with the development proposals 

for the site. The three SRA committee members who live closest to the development – SS, JL and MS will attend with the Chairman 

so that they can discuss face to face the proposals with the agents and make comments on their plans and raise any concerns.  The 

planning application is due to go before the Planning Authority in December 2014.  Rolls Royce has raised objections to the 

development both in the national and local press. 

Trees: Following the SRA’s commitment to fund the cost of planting two trees in the neighbourhood, WSCC has kindly agreed to 

fund a further three trees in the Summersdale area.  This was welcomed by the committee as the Chairman reported that inspections 

had revealed a number of mature trees have died in the area this summer and will have to be removed.  Also most of the Chestnut 

trees are looking distressed.  MQ had included a request for any resident to sponsor a tree in the recent newsletter and hoped people 

would come forward.   

Rugby Club in Wellington Road: A member is suffering from inconsiderate parking in Wellington Road on match days.  RH had 

written to the District Council who owns the car park and the Rugby Club who manages the parking to see what can be done to 

reduce the problem and SS has raised the matter with local Member Cllr Budge.  The club has been promoted, and larger match day 

crowds could be expected this season with additional car parking demands, so the issue needs to be addressed. 

Car sales outside Lavant Road Surgery: Complaints had been received about cars being sold from the layby outside the surgery.  

This sterilises a much needed space that could otherwise be used by patients.  The person selling the cars might be unaware of the 

problem being caused.  The Surgery will contact that person and hopefully the problem will be sorted out amicably. 

Joint West Sussex Minerals Local Plan: RH attended a consultation engagement meeting mainly attended by Parish Councils. 

WSCC is directed to produce a MLP that will ensure an adequate supply of minerals to meet local and national requirements.  It 

ensures high quality restoration on worked out sites and aims to stop the sterilisation of deposits by inappropriate development.  

Lastly it promotes the use of secondary and recycled aggregates.  The SRA is particularly interested in engaging with the 

development of the MLP because of the gravel deposits found in Lavant  which was subject to an appeal in 2009 where the 

Residents Against Gravel Extraction (RAGE) were successful in winning the appeal .  The MLP states that “following the refusal of 

planning permission for mineral extraction in 2009, the landowner has sold the land, but retained the mineral rights”.   There are no 

plans for extraction in Lavant in the Minerals Local Plan. 

http://www.summersdaleresidents.co.uk/


The Barracks Site: The play area is programmed for installation in September/ October.  The puffin crossing of Broyle Road is 

programmed for September/October.  The whole of phase 2 and most of phase 3 is already sold. 

SRA Notice Board: An email was received from Derek James concerning the second SRA notice board.  He is happy to continue 

managing the content but suggests some minor maintenance in required including a new Perspex front cover and lock.  RH and MS 

will look to undertake the renovation of the wooden noticeboard and will talk to Wick PC who has recently renovated their 

noticeboard. 

 

6. Treasurers Report 
 Current a/c 

 Lloyds TSB Treasurers a/c   £1,132.51 including £241.66 RAGE 2 

 Interest bearing a/cs 

 United Trust Bank – 40 day notice @1.5% £9,800.00 

 Lloyds TSB Business Instant Access  £0.01 

 

7. Members Secretary’s Report 
 SRA has 391 households as members, with an additional 18 standing orders not implemented by the respective banks. 

 

8. Planning Matters 
No major planning application has been submitted during this period.  The community hall by the Graylingwell Chapel which was 

originally proposed is no longer intended to be built.  One proposal was to build the CH under the flats proposed to be built at the 

end of the chapel parking area, but this was rejected due to the issues this may create for residents.  The Sales Suite for the 

development is now a possible location for the community hall although it is also to be used as a café. 

 

9. Newsletter 
RH thanked MQ for another excellent newsletter.  450 were produced and only 15 remain unallocated.    MQ tabled information 

detailing the changes in printing costs in recent years.  Due to the introduction of more efficient printing machinery MQ has been 

able to source the newsletters plus 300 colour promotion leaflets and 60 subscription sheets, all for £147.25 which is much less than 

previous years. 

   

10. Newsletter Distribution 

MB said that most newsletters had been delivered to households with just a few remaining to be delivered. 

   

11. Leaflet Distribution 
The SRA intends to deliver a promotional leaflet shortly which will include a membership application form.  The more households 

that are members the more representative the SRA can become. 

 

12. Street Lighting 
WSCC who manage the street lighting contract are considering ways the street lights should operate in the future in terms of the 

number of hours they will be on during the night, whether they will be dimmed or turned off completely in residential areas between 

midnight and 5.30am, with lighting inside the city walls, on feeder roads, link roads, industrial areas and railway and bus stations 

staying on all night.  A poll of the committee members gave no clear preference.  Reduced lighting would lessen the cost to the rate 

payer.  

 

13. Updates from Representatives 
a) Dennis Martin – Goodwood Liaison. Complaints had been received from a resident of the Marchwood estate concerning 

aircraft not staying on fly-out routes.  139 complaints received in 6 months, the majority coming from three households.  However it 

is an unnecessary annoyance and something the airfield could easily rectify.  The flying club were the main culprit and were 

criticized for not keeping a stricter control on the pilots they were supervising.  Starting from now for one month, pilots will not 

perform circuit and bumps from Runway 24 which is the runway from where most of the transgressions occur.  The number of 

overall transgressions will be monitored over that period. 

b) Sue Spooner - CRAG.  SS reported that CRAG needs a new chairman and without one may fold.  SS reported that there will be 

an Extraordinary Annual General Meeting of CRAG on 22 September to discuss the way ahead.  RH asked if CRAG could continue 

in some form by representative members circulating information amongst themselves. 

c) Mike Steel – Website. A slight amendment to the way documents work has been made so that there is a different tab for each.  A 

multi-recipient email address has been created so that all members can be emailed just by using one address.  MS requested 

members inform him of any ‘broken’ links.  MS is to include the Lavant Road surgery in the current issues section, after checking 

the content with the surgery first.  258 hits on the website were received in June. 80% of visits to the site looked at the home page 

only. 

 

14. Any other business 
SS changes to the voucher parking tickets resulted in tickets being sold in units of 26 and 19 minutes, with a new ticket for 15 

minutes for 35p to be created.  MB reported that there was to be a NMP meeting on 9 September and a PPG meeting on 10 

September.  If members have any items for those meetings please inform Gillian Berry.  RH circulated proposed dates for SRA 

meetings 2016 as the hall has to be booked in advance. MQ to include them in the next newsletter.  

RH asked would members circulate information of meetings or exhibitions that they receive that may be of interest to others so we 

keep each other informed  

 

15. Date of next Committee meeting 
 Thursday 11 September 2014. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.45pm. 


