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Minutes of Committee Meeting held on 9 April 2015 

At St Michael’s Hall 

www.summersdaleresidents.co.uk 

Residents Working Together 

 

Present: Roger Hobbs (Chairman)   Mrs Sue Spooner (Vice Chairman) 

  Mrs Janet Leonard (Minutes Secretary) Mike Steel - Webmaster 

  Mrs Vanessa Stern – Membership Secretary Michael Berry – Newsletter distribution 

  Peter Bickley – Treasurer/Minutes 2  Mrs Mary Quiney – Newsletter Editor 

 

1. Welcome to members attending 
RH welcomed all committee members attending, and SRA members Mrs Hannelore Thomas, Mr Jeremy Hunt, Mrs 

Gillian Berry and Mr Carlos Santander.  He also welcomed representatives from the Lavant Road Surgery;  Surgery 

Practice Manager Tiffany Boulton and Surgery Business Manager Lesley Kent. 

2. Apologies for Absence 

 Received from Andrew Birch, Trevor Owen and Dennis Martin. 

3. Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday 26 February 2015. 

 Approved and signed. 

4. Any matters arising from the minutes not covered below. 

 None 

5. Lavant Road Surgery proposed development: Presentation by Tiffany Boulton Surgery Practice Manager and 

Lesley Kent Surgery Business Manager 

 TB announced that on 10 February Government brought forward an initiative where practices could submit an 

application for either a grant for improvement to existing premises or the construction of new.  The surgery has applied 

for a grant to enlarge their existing premises.  The proposals showed that for the loss of 2 existing rooms, 6 additional 

consulting rooms could be created along with a sluice room, phlebotomy room and enlarged pharmacy, set round a 

central courtyard.  The estimated cost of the redevelopment is expected to be £590,000 with the government 

contributing 66%, the balance to be raised by the practise.  The proposal is for a single storey development under a 

pitched roof to the rear and side of the existing building.  TB hoped that this extended facility would increase capacity 

for the foreseeable future but recognised that some of that will be taken by the additional housing developments in the 

area which is already is likely putting a strain on the existing infrastructure.  RH asked whether the new Colton Care 

Home will register their residents with the practice.  LK said it expected that the residents will continue to be served by 

their existing GPs, although if they do register with the Lavant Road Surgery GPs are likely to need to visit them in the 

care home.  The number of doctors and nurses at the practice is proposed to be increased.  More minor operations will 

be undertaken and more clinics for minor surgical procedures created.  LK said that private companies could use the 

facilities. The pharmacy is to be enlarged but will continue to be a dispensing pharmacy rather than a chemists shop.  

Mr Jeremy Hunt expressed concern on the question of parking at the surgery, but there is no additional parking 

proposed with this development.  RH asked whether the funding was available yet, and LK confirmed that it was not.  

Planning permission cannot be sought until the funds are confirmed.  The estimated build time is 1 year.  SS asked how 

continued patient care would be delivered during the building process.  TB confirmed that careful project management 

would be needed to ensure the practise runs as normal as possible but surgery hours might need to be changed.  Mr 

Carlos Santander asked whether there would be room for PPG information, as the Witterings surgery has.  This 

information could be displayed in the waiting area, but not in a designated room.  Mr Jeremy Hunt asked whether it was 

not possible to ask for funding for a new site, but LK said the practice had tried for 10 years to find somewhere suitable 

without success.  The offer of the grant was only extended for 1 month and therefore it had to be focused on the existing 

surgery.  Mr Jeremy Hunt reported that in Lavant the local plan has raised the possibility of a satellite surgery facility 

being created on the East Mead Industrial Estate.  MB asked whether the surgery was up to its compliment of medical 

staff at present, and TB reported that to be the case.  Recruitment of GP’s is generally a problem nationally, although 

Chichester was faring better than many areas.  If evening and weekend cover was to be offered, more doctors would 

have to be sought.  It was suggested by MQ that information on the proposed new development was put in the 

newsletter and on the website when matters were a little further advanced.  RH asked MQ and Mrs Gillian Berry to 

liaise with the surgery on progress. 

 

 

6. Chairmans’ Report 
 a) Goodwood 73 Members Meeting.  Advanced notification, and the general acceptance of the event by residents, 

resulted in no complaints being received.  Following a  resolution at the AGM RMH contacted Chichester District 

Council to seek further noise monitoring. However, Chichester District Council declined to provide resources to 

undertake this monitoring as the racetrack had planning permission for 5 days unrestricted racing, and felt little more 

would be gained from further surveys.  RH and DM met with the circuit manager to discuss arranging a noise 

monitoring survey and committee members were circulated to ask their opinion on sharing the cost for this from SRA 
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funds.  The cost to the SRA would be £1000 and it was decided that the membership subscriptions could not afford that 

level of expenditure.  However, the circuit manager agreed to bear the costs entirely from Goodwood resources and two 

noise monitoring devices were set up in gardens in Maplehurst Road.  RH visited the circuit itself during the event, and 

when the noise was experienced in the context of the racing it was not a problem.  However, he visited the residential 

areas during Sunday and it could be clearly heard and was loud.  The Goodwood circuit organisers did keep to timing 

for ending the days racing events.  The music stopped when advertised as did the fireworks.  There is little more that 

Goodwood can do to reduce the noise any further. 

 b) Network of Chichester Residents’ Associations (NCRA).  SS reported that the first meeting has taken place in the 

Bell PH and was well attended.  The meeting was very useful, it was interesting to hear the differing concerns of other 

residents associations. Members considered that it would be a conduit for information to flow from one association to 

another, hopefully with information feeding back to CCC.  SS to action this.  Traffic in Chichester was a concern to all 

RA’s, and a representative from the County Councils Highways Department will visit in September to talk to members.  

PB is to approach insurance brokers to see whether one Residents association can obtain group insurance for the whole 

NCRA. 

 c) Police crime commission meeting.  Attended by RH and JH on 1 April.  A presentation was made by the Chief 

Constable.  £50m of savings is to be made over 2 years but apparently no cuts are to be made to front-line services.  It is 

assumed that resources will be targeted at areas where crime is highest. 

 d) University planning application. RH has objected personally to this application because it is not clear from the 

application that there would not be a though route introduced from west to east.  RH wanted reassurances that this 

would not be the case.  An access statement will be required to show the route of any proposed new access.  The 

bollarded way will be in the centre of the campus and there will be no access to Graylingwell Drive. 

 e) Whitehouse Farm. RH has objected as a resident, not on behalf of SRA as this is to be done by AB in his capacity as 

SRA Planning Secretary.  RH objected on the grounds of traffic impact assessment being inaccurate.  The re-

distribution of trips from the site did not reflect the existing distributions and were taking 50% of the northbound traffic 

from the site south down to the Northgate gyratory which drivers would not do as it is longer and more congested than 

the alternative routes. 

 f) 13 Brandy Hole Lane. A pre-planning application is to hand for a new 5 bedroom house on the site of this property.  

It is thought that a covenant allows for one dwelling only on the site even though it is a double plot. 

g) Road closure.  The Avenue will close on 21 June for a street party. 

h) Lorries in College Lane. RH asked VS if any had been seen, and VS reported that none had.  

7. Treasurers Report 
 Current A/C 

Lloyds TSB Treasurers A/c  £1,895.61 including RAGE2 £241.66 and Network of Chichester Residents Association 

(NCRA) funds £75.10.  The Arun District Council newsletter invoice of £121.59 was paid by direct debit on 20 March.  

Future such payments to ADC will also be collected via direct debit. 

Interest bearing a/cs 

United Trust Bank – 40 day notice at 1.5% £9,937.46 

Lloyds TSB Business Instant Access £0.01 

8. Membership Secretary’s Report 
411 paid up members, 414 including honorary members, 330 of whom pay by standing order.  Some new members have 

been recruited following the distribution of the newsletter.  MQ asked whether the Barracks development has its own 

Residents Association. It does not currently have a RA but the size of the development makes this a possibility in the 

future.  RH said that leaflets had been distributed there to attract new SRA members. 

9. Website Webmaster’s Report 
There have been 5 updates to the web pages.  332 hits were received on the site, 50% up on last years’ average.  Email 

to members was opened by 63% of recipients, although only 50% opened the email on NCRA.  A new multi-recipient 

address has been created. 

10. Planning Matters 
Havedstoc Development, Fordwater Road.  A pre-planning application has been received for 7 dwellings round a 

courtyard on the site of one large existing property.  RH asked whether we could object to a pre-planning application 

and JH said we should discuss this with the Planning Officer. 

11. Updates from Representatives. 
a) Dennis Martin – Goodwood Liaison.  DM was not present at the meeting, although the Goodwood 73 Members 

Meeting has already been discussed under Chairman’s Report. 

b) Sue Spooner – NCRA update and Graylingwell.  Already covered under Chairmans Report. 

12. Any Other Business 

SS mentioned information she had received on Streetlife, a local online information sharing site.  MQ said the deadline 

for the next newsletter would be end of May/early June.  She is to visit the new rugby club premises and report.  JL said 

that she thought the reason the development of Comme Ca had stalled was because one investor had withdrawn. 

13. Date of next committee meeting – Thursday 28 May 2015. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.40pm. 


