
SUMMERSDALE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on 26 February 2015 

At St Michael’s Hall 

www.summersdaleresidents.co.uk 

Residents Working Together 

 

Present: Roger Hobbs (Chairman)   Mrs Sue Spooner (Vice Chairman) 

  Mrs Janet Leonard (Minutes Secretary) Mike Steel - Webmaster 

  Dennis Martin (Goodwood Liaison)  Mrs Vanessa Stern – Membership Secretary 

  Peter Bickley – Treasurer/Minutes 2  Andrew Birch – Planning 

 

1. Welcome to members attending. 

 RH welcomed SRA member Mrs Hannelore Thomas and thanked committee members for a good attendance. 

2. Apologies for absence 
 Received from Mrs Mary Quiney and Michael Berry. 

3. Minutes of Meeting held on 8 January 2015. 
 Approved and signed by RH. 

4. Any matters arising from the minutes not covered below 
 There were no matters arising. 

5. Chairman’s Report 
a) Request for Noise Surveys from  Goodwood  Motor Circuit on unrestricted race days.  Following the resolution 

passed at the AGM, RH wrote to Chichester DC with a copy to Lord March asking for additional monitoring.  CDC 

replied acknowledging that the noise levels are higher on the unrestricted race days which is why they were only 

granted planning permission to race on 5 days per year.  He also acknowledged that the noise levels reaching 

Summersdale were dependent on the wind direction and speed and therefore comparisons between one reading and 

another were difficult evaluate in any meaningful way.  Noise from the track is regulated on other race or event days 

with 3 noise monitors around the track itself.  The noise from the Revival meeting is at the same level as the 2 day 

members club event, although it was pointed out by members that the number of races on the 2 day event was higher 

and the event continued later into the evening with music and fireworks.  Noise from aircraft also contributed to the 

overall decibel level.  CDC suggested that SRA should fund its own noise monitoring, although it was unlikely that any 

results from this would influence activity at the track given that such activity took place with planning permission.  RH 

to find survey costs.  Agreed that notices would be put up on the SRA notice board informing residents of the upcoming 

members club event on 21 & 22 March, so that members are aware.  Part of the problems last year was that it was a new 

event and took residents by surprise, that combined with the unfavourable wind direction meant that residents were 

adversely affected by the noise.  RH also wrote to Lord March asking if more could be done to reduce the noise with the 

use of sound-proofing barriers.  These have been used elsewhere, with the cost partly offset by using them to house 

solar panel arrays.  AB asked whether information on the music and fireworks after the track event was to hand. DM has 

a letter from Goodwood which stated that there would be fireworks at approximately 9.30pm on 21 March for about 12 

minutes, so anyone with nervous pets could keep them indoors.  It was agreed that as well as a notice in the SRA notice 

board, there would be information on the SRA web site and an email would go out to members nearer the time.  MS 

asked whether timings of races was to hand. DM agreed to try to find out. 

b) Colton Care Home.  RH has written to Colton Care and found that they appear willing to make a change to the name 

of Lavant Hall, asking for suggestions for an alternative name.  RH suggested there were many local landmarks that 

could be used all of which are likely to be more appropriate than Lavant Hall. 
c) RH had received a letter from a member regarding the 30mph speed limit on Lavant and Broyle Roads, 

requesting support for a campaign and for the local community to help fund a speed indication device.  The 

view of the SRA is that speed limits are enforced by Sussex Police.  The speed limit was lowered from 40 

mph to 30mph, there was not a recorded injury accident problem with the speed limits at 40 mph or 30 mph so 

the SRA would not be supporting the campaign, however they wished her well in her endeavour.  VS said that 

static notices on lamp-posts appeared to be helping to remind drivers to keep their speed down. 

d) Closure of Summersdale Road between Connolly Way and Blomfield Drive.  There was to have been a 

temporary road closure planned for 4 March to replace a telecommunications mast.  This work has been 

cancelled and the road closure will NOT take place. 

e) Construction site lorries in College Lane. VS reported that large lorries using the eastern access to the 

Barracks were using College Lane contrary to the agreement to use Wellington Road.  RH had a meeting with 

the new Project Manager who agreed to inform the companies of the agreed routing. 

f) 13 Brandy Hole Lane. There is a pre-planning application submitted for this property for a replacement 

dwelling on a 1 for 1 basis, SRA will review the plans but raise no objection. 

g) Planning application from the University for a gateway building at College Lane.  Included in the 

planning application is an indicative route from the western entrance of the University (College Lane) through 

http://www.summersdaleresidents.co.uk/


to Graylingwell.  This could suggest a route through the university grounds which would open up a northern 

by-pass.  Richmond Park Residents Association has objected and SRA will do so too. 

h) White House Farm development. The application for the 750 homes on this site is currently delayed as 

the Highways Agency is awaiting more information from the developers on the impact traffic from the site 

may have on the A27 trunk road.  RH attended a meeting at WSCC to discuss the implications of additional 

traffic, and the impact of it entering unclassified roads such as Sherborne Road.  RH has spoken to Parklands 

Residents Association who has been undertaking traffic surveys, SRA will review their data prior to 

submitting our own comments.  It is understood that a large amount of the Community Infrastructure Levies 

gained from the construction of new homes will go towards funding improvements to the A27.  SRA felt that 

there were other areas such as doctor’s surgeries, schools and other internal road network that also had a high 

priority.  There were concerns that the levies from this site would not be able to fund a proper A27 solution 

whereas they would fund the more pressing local requirements. 

i) Trees. RH said that as we have an excess of income over expenditure at present that some of this money 

could be used to fund additional street trees, and this was agreed to by all members present. 
6. Treasurers Report 

 Current Account 

 Lloyds TSB Treasurers A/C   £1,885.61 including £241.66 RAGE 2  

Printing newsletters still to pay   £121.59       

 Interest bearing accounts 

 United Trust Bank – 40 day notice at 1.5% £9,937.46 

 Lloyds TSB Business Instant Access  £0.01  

7. Membership Secretary’s Report 
There are 394 members, 330 paying by standing order, two in cash and two honorary members.  There are 18 members 

who have yet to pay their subscriptions.  VS gave a list of the locations of non-payers and members offered to help to 

remind them or collect subscriptions.  AB asked whether the new houses in Chestnut Avenue had been canvassed for 

membership yet, but as the development is not fully occupied yet, this has not been done.  

8. Webmaster's Report 
MS reported that 8 pages of the website had been updated.  336 hits were received on the website in January, a small 

increase.  Emails were sent out on the AGM and 58% of recipients opened and read them.  20 people followed the link 

to the newsletter  229 email addresses are in use. 

9. Planning Matters 
AB circulated a list of current planning applications.  The application to fell a Sycamore tree with a TPO in place on 

land in Lavant Road bordering Summersdale Court.  This application would allow the replacement of a 

telecommunication mast.  AB to visit the site.  An application for tree lopping in Hunters Rest shows the trees owned by 

Seward homes.  However, there are claims that the trees indicated on the southern boundary to be lopped are privately 

owned and are covered by TPO’s.  AB to investigate.   Concern was expressed concerning the University of 

Chichester’s  application to demolish a cottage and build offices.  SRA has concerns on the grounds of no provision for 

parking. 

10. AGM of 12 February 2015 
Members felt that the evening was a success and a number of favourable  comments were received from Members.  It 

was agreed that both speakers were very interesting and well received.  VS noted the insufficient chairs for all those 

attending.  Apparently the numbers relate to complying with fire regulations.  DM said that events in the Assembly 

Rooms in Chichester kept numbers within regulations by the issue of numbered tags at the door.  Thanks were 

expressed to MQ and PB and their helpers for the refreshments.  Suggestion for next years’ speaker need to be made 

earlier. 

11. Updates from Representatives. 
a) DM – Goodwood Liaison. Reported that the next Goodwood Aerodrome Consultative Committee meeting would be 

on 1 April and the Motor Circuit Consultative Committee meeting on 23 April. 

b) SS – NCRA Update and Graylingwell. CRAG no longer exists, and has been replaced with a group of Chichester 

Residents Associations to be called the Network of Chichester Residents Associations – NCRA.  This body will pass 

information between themselves on relevant issues.  There is to be a meeting on 30 March of NCRA, venue to be 

agreed.  It is hoped that treasures, website managers, and the RA chairmen can attend.   SS suggested the Parklands R/A 

website was visited by members to see how they operated.  SS is to attend a NMP meeting on 3 March. 

12. Any Other Business. 

VS reported that the road verge near the turning into the  Marchwood estate was badly damaged and muddy.  The posts 

formerly on the edge were now missing. RH to action. 

13. Date of next Committee Meeting will be Thursday 9 April, 2015. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15pm. 

 

Dates of 2016 committee meetings are: 

7 January; 18 February (AGM); 25 February; 7 April; 2 June; 18 July; 8 September; 27 October; 24 November  


