
SUMMERSDALE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
“Residents Working Together” 

MINUTES of meeting on 23 November 2017 at 7.30pm at St Michael’s Hall 

 

Present: Roger Hobbs (Chairman), Mrs Sue Spooner (Deputy Chairman), Dennis Martin 

(Goodwood liaison), Mrs Vanessa Stern (Membership) and Peter Bickley (Treasurer & Minutes) 

 

1. Welcome to members attending  

RH welcomed the committee and SRA members Mrs Pamela Fitzsimons and John Newman. 

 

2. Apologies for absence 

Michael Berry, Andrew Birch, Janet Leonard, Trevor Owen, Mary Quiney, Mike Steel and 

Alison Stratton-Baldwin.  

 

3. Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday 26 October 2017 

Agreed. 

 

4. Any matters arising from the minutes not covered below 

None. 

 

5. Chairman’s Report 

(a) A27: WSCC has produced for comment a draft tender document to go out to consultants 

who will be asked to recommend solutions which inter alia reflect the conclusions of the 

public meetings.  As the document says that ‘no option is off the table’; RH undertook to 

ask WSCC to ensure that the document clarifies that the solutions perforce must reflect 

government policy  The deadline for the consultants’ final report is 25 April 2018 – an 

ambitious target.  A meeting of BABA27 to be held on 1
st
 Dec which RH will attend. 

(b) South Downs National Park Local Plan has been published for consultation.  The 

Chichester Society has commented and SRA agrees with their comments.  It was noted 

that the SDNP and Chichester Harbour SSSI restrict the amount of land locally available 

for building and puts pressure to build on the areas outside those two. 

(c) Friends of Centurion Way is a new group whose formation has been prompted by 

possible detrimental changes to the southern end of CW arising out of the creation of 

southern access to the Whitehouse Farm development.  SRA felt that if the route of CW 

was diverted, the new route should be constructed prior to the old one being closed.  The 

potential long term benefits to CW of such a group was welcomed and individuals could 

join if they wished.  

(d) Road Space Audit: most feedback had been negative; the proposals were perhaps ahead 

of their time.  The view was expressed that managing rather than reducing car parking 

would be less disruptive and more effective in reducing traffic congestion.  It was agreed 

that there are insufficient safe and unbroken cycle routes and racks to encourage cycling. 

(e) Drive and Chestnut Avenue potholes: a letter had been sent to Jeremy Hunt.  

 

6. Treasurer’s Report  

Treasurer’s account £3,380.97 including Network of Chichester Residents’ Association (NCRA) 

monies £75.10 (held since April 2015).  Interest bearing a/cs: United Trust Bank 40 day notice at 

1% £10,291.76 incl. £101.90 interest credited 30 Oct and Lloyds £0.01 at 0.05%. 

Renewal of the public liability insurance with Zurich Insurance was in hand.  Preliminary online 

renewal quote £99.10 (last year £78.38) but treasurer anticipated that a telephone call would 

secure a reduction.  For the purposes of renewal, it was estimated that on average volunteers 

spend ten hours per week on SRA business.  {Post meeting note: renewed for £79.80.} 

 

 



7. Membership Secretary’s Report  

425 members.  Small reduction owing to deletion of non-payers.  

 

8. Website Webmasters Report 

388 hits.  New links to Whitehouse Farm, Road Space Audit, and Home Library Direct. 

 

9. Planning 

(a) Grey Cottage, The Drive: is to be demolished and replaced with a house.  Given the age 

profile of Cisterians, the increasing shortage of bungalows locally was noted with 

concern – as was the reduced number of properties generally for sale owing to the stamp 

duty increases.   

(b) The Haven, Chestnut Avenue: another bungalow for which planning permission was 

sought to replace with four houses, SRA objected on grounds of over development, 

planning application was pulled and a reapplication made for three even bigger houses, 

SRA will object again on the same grounds.           RH 

(c) Maddoxwood: application for ten houses, SRA objected on grounds of lack of access to 

Centurion Way.  Whilst the site is not contiguous with SPA boundary the SRA will not 

object on those grounds as it makes a clear natural boundary for the Lavant gap.   

(d) Whitehouse Farm: A public exhibition is to be held on 28 November (2.00-7.30pm at 

Assembly Rooms).  RH had attended a meeting on the reserve matters dealing with 

primary infrastructure including highways school and open spaces; possibility of a waste 

treatment works on-site.  Preparatory roundabout works on Old Broyle Road undertaken 

with permission of landowner but Linden Homes had not signed the s.106 agreements for 

which they had apologized.    

 

10. Newsletter 

All were asked to send copy to Mrs Mary Quiney by 18 December – earlier if possible.       ALL 

 

11. Updates from Representatives: Dennis Martin - Goodwood Consultative Group  

Runway 24 (East/West) has reopened as the drainage has now been remedied.  Phoenix 

Helicopters are leaving as are, temporarily, the spitfires.  Events in 2018: GRRC 17-18 March; 

Festival  of Speed 12-15 July; Qatar (horseracing) Festival 31 July-4 Aug; and Revival 7-9 Sept.  

 

12. AOB  

(a) Irresponsible dog owners: Mrs Pamela Fitzsimons raised concerns about dog owners 

who do not properly control their dogs in Hacketts Rew, inter alia allowing their animals 

to jump up onto people and leaving their dogs’ faeces on the ground. She has written to 

WSCC and CDC which have undertaken to put up permanent signage and ensure that dog 

rangers patrol. It was agreed to include an article in the newsletter encouraging dog 

walkers to act responsibly. 

(b) Fordwater Road: it was agreed that the detriment and cost of opening vehicular access 

between the Chichester and Lavant sections of Fordwater Road outweighed any possible 

public benefit arising from a possible legal obligation on WSCC to reopen it just to 

enable a small number of 4x4s to use it.  It was agreed to circulate details of the petition 

advertised on roadside notices.  RH will write to WSCC Public rights of way section.  

 

13. Date of future Committee meetings and AGM 

Thursday 4 January 2018.   

AGM 15 February 2018. 

Other 2018 meetings: 22 Feb, 5 April, 31 May, 26 July, 6 Sept, 25 Oct and 22 Nov. 

 

All members and prospective members are welcome to attend meetings and the AGM. 


