
SUMMERSDALE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on 4 January 2018 

At St Michaels Hall, Summersdale Road, Chichester 

www.summersdaleresidents.co.uk 

Residents Working Together 

 

Present: Roger Hobbs – Chairman   Mrs Sue Spooner - Vice Chairman   

Mrs Janet Leonard - Minutes Secretary Peter Bickley - Treasurer 

Mrs Mary Quiney – Newsletter Editor  Mike Steel - Webmaster 

Trevor Owen – Assistant Planning Secretary Mrs Alison Stratton-Baldwin – without Portfolio 

 

1. Welcome to members attending. 

RH welcomed committee members attending, and SRA members Ray Carter, Ms Sally Bowler and Mr Guy Morgan, 

and WSCC Councillor Jeremy Hunt.  

2. Apologies for absence 

 Received from Andrew Birch, Michael Berry, Dennis Martin and Mrs Vanessa Stern. 

3. Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday 23 November 2017 

 Approved and signed by RH. 

4. Any matters arising from the minutes not covered below. 

 None.  

5. Chairman’s Report 

Fee for the hire of St Michaels Hall.   A note has been received from the church to say that they wanted to increase the 

fee for hiring the hall.  The existing rate had been held since 2013 so an increase was due.  The new rate was considered 

reasonable and agreed. 

Fordwater Road access by 4x4 vehicles. RH has written to WSCC to express the SRA concern regarding the possible 

opening up of a contentious route for 4x4 vehicles through Fordwater if it is established that it has existing highway 

status.   Highway status is currently being investigated by WSCC and no action will be taken regarding the route until 

Highway status is determined.  JH said that research of historic documents suggests the route was the original highway 

through the riverbed and up into Lavant although this is being challenged by evidence supplied by the local community.  

SRA will keep a watching brief until the status of the route is established before taking further action.  

Irresponsible dog owners. Mrs Pamela Fitzsimons, a member, attended the last meeting with a complaint about 

irresponsible dog owners and uncontrolled dogs.  She had contacted CDC about this and asked whether an article could 

be put in the newsletter highlighting the problem (this has been included in the form of a poem). 

Maddox Cottage development. RH said he was concerned with the increase in fenced developments that hindered the 

integration of new communities into the existing communities.  He cited the example King William Close opposite the 

One Stop shop, which does not allow pedestrian access from the Barracks development through to the shop which could 

easily have been included in the original design.  SRA had objected to the Maddox Cottage development because it was 

completely fenced with no pedestrian connection through onto Centurion Way.  An access here would provide a safe 

route through to the new foodstore.   JH questioned why the development had not used the vehicle access that was 

already formed from Roman Fields. WSCC Highways have not objected to either the making of another access onto the 

A286 or the lack of connectivity onto Centurion Way. The lack of a pedestrian access onto Centurion Way from new 

developments appears to be a regular omission about which the SRA are concerned.   

A27. Following a number of meetings of the Build a Better A27 group consultants are being commissioned to review 

the existing proposals and come up with innovatory alternative.  Tenders have been returned and the consultants are 

being appointed.  BABA27 meetings will take place to review their work during week commencing 29 January 2018, 

26 February 2018 and on 26 March 2018.  RH has attended previous meetings and will continue to do so after his time 

as chairman is over. 

Public rights of way management plan. This document is updated every 10 years, and the latest plan that runs to 2029 

is currently out to consultation.  RH had read it through and commented on its contents on behalf of the SRA. 

A note has been received from the Lions Santa Carol float which tours the city streets before Christmas for 

fundraising purposes.  They have asked resident associations for volunteers to help with the door to door collections that 

follow the float.  RH to reply to say we will help in our area and a note will appear in the newsletter towards the end of 

the year asking for volunteers. 

A member has contacted the Chairman expressing a wish to perhaps be involved with SRA and has offered to become a 

committee member.  He has served on other committees.  RH and SS to meet him on 5 January to discuss the matter 

further. 

On the question of a new Chairman, SS asked whether a letter is to be sent to all members asking for nominations for a 

new Chairman.  This is to be included in the newsletter instead.  RH said he had spoken to a couple of people who had 

been suggested as possible Chairman but for various reasons they did not feel able to take on the role.  No other member 

had yet come forward.  It is hoped that someone will do so at the AGM.   

JH asked for feedback on the Road Space Audit and RH said that he had passed on our comments to WSCC during the 

consultation stage.  RH said that while we can support some of the proposals, particularly the more efficient use of the 

http://www.summersdaleresidents.co.uk/


on-street parking resource, there were other elements of which the SRA were not supportive.  These included the loss of 

the Baffins Lane and Little London car parks and the on-street parking on Avenue de Chartres which would be 

detrimental to the views on the approach to the City.  The SRA were also not convinced that the study had looked at 

either the effect of closing Market Street on other city roads or the physical ability to introduce the proposed changes to 

the southern gyratory.  

The Drive & Chestnut Avenue road surface quality.  JH reported that he intended to have a site meeting with 

highway inspectors shortly to examine the problems with the surfacing in these roads.  JH recommended the app 

LoveWestSussex on which photos can be uploaded which should respond with a reference number and a follow up 

report.  RH said that he had contacted LoveWestSussex to report damage, potholes etc but had not received a reply.   

MQ said that she had noticed road signs obscured with dirt and mould, and JH said these could be reported using the 

app also. 

Cycle way in front of Wellington Grange.   JL asked JH whether there was any progress.  None as yet.  There is a 

small piece of land next to Charlotte Avenue which is owned by ZeroC which is holding up proceedings but hopefully 

this can be resolved and the cycle route completed.  JH to chase and progress. 

6. Treasurers Report 

 Bank accounts 

 Treasurers account    £4,855 including Network of Chichester Residents  

        Associations (NCRA) monies £75.10 held since April ‘15 

The balance at 31.12.17 was £3,277.17 so subscriptions of £1,587 have been collected this year, with a few £2 

standing orders coming in. 

Interest bearing a/cs 

Lloyds at 0.05%    £0.01 

United Trust Bank 40 day notice at 1% £10,291.76 

The draft Income and Expenditure and Balance Sheet to be presented at the AGM were circulated, and PB to 

give a more full report on these then.  MQ asked whether the charge for the second newsletter had been 

allowed for, and PB to adjust the accounts accordingly.   

7. Membership Secretary’s Report.   

No report at this meeting. 

8. Website Webmasters Report 

MS reported 365 hits to the website in November.  Minutes from the NMP meeting have not been received 

and this organisation has folded.  His work to secure the website against web-bots is now complete.  The 

domain name has been re-registered, at a cost of £15.00.  He requested a full copy of the AGM minutes of 

2017.  There is now a link on the website to the airfield weather information site so aircraft movements can be 

checked against wind direction.  No emails have been sent recently.  MS asked whether the minutes should be 

sent to members, but it was agreed this was not necessary as they are in the newsletter and on the noticeboard. 

9. Planning Matters. 

TO reported that 8 Fordwater Road was the main item on the planning agenda. SRA objected to the original 

plan on the grounds of overdevelopment and not in keeping with surrounding properties.  This scheme was 

given planning permission, but revised permission is now sought for an amendment to this plan with the 

addition of roof terraces, with a 1.7m high wall to eliminate overlooking.  SRA to object to this revision. 

10. Newsletter. 

This is now completed and was sent to the printers yesterday.  It is expected back tomorrow.  Michael Berry 

will arrange the routes but is unable to pass these to his distributors.  Members of the Committee volunteered 

to complete this task.  JL offered to deliver to Ferndale Road and Maplehurst Road.  It must be delivered 21 

days before the AGM. 

11. AGM 15 February 2018 

RH reported that Judi Darley of the Harbour Conservancy will be the main speaker and has been asked to 

speak for 30 minutes.   Invitations to councillors etc. will be sent out this week.  Tony Dignum of CDC JH 

from WSCC and our Mayor Peter Evans have been invited to talk for ten minutes. 

12. Updates from Representatives. 

 a) Dennis Martin – Goodwood consultative group meeting and recent follow up meetings. 

 No report. 

13. AOB 

JL asked what the procedure would be if someone came to the AGM and decided afterwards that they would 

like to stand as Chairman.  PB said that they could be co-opted onto the committee. 

14. Date of next committee meeting.  Thursday 22 February 2018. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.10pm. 


