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Residents Working Together 

 

Present: Mrs Vanessa Stern – Vice Chairman 

   & Membership Secretary  Mrs Sue Spooner - 

Mrs Janet Leonard - Minutes Secretary Roger Hobbs – Planning Secretary 

Michael Berry –    Peter Bickley - Treasurer 

Brian Quilter – Goodwood Liaison  Mrs Mary Quiney – Newsletter Editor 

Mrs Jean Goddard -      

 

1. Welcome to members attending 
VS welcomed committee members attending, and also SRA members Mr Ray Carter, Mr Jeremy Hunt, Mr Peter Sutton (standing in 

for Mrs Pauline Sutton) and Mr John Halliday.  She also welcomed Councillor Mr Richard Plowman, Mr John Templeton and Mr 

Owen Broadway from CDC. 

2. Apologies for absence 

Received from Mike Steel, Peter Lines and Mrs Pauline Sutton. 

3. Summersdale Character Appraisal – Mr Owen Broadway 
Mr Broadway referred back to the original appraisal created in 2008, which CDC had only now been able to look at.  He said that 

when an area is assessed, it must be looked at from the point of view of a planning inspector, who will visit an area if there is an 

appeal against a planning request.  Summerdale is a large area, some of which was previously countryside.  Three areas have been 

highlighted as having special significance in the 2008 report; the north side of The Avenue, the Broadway and Highland Road and 

the bottom end of Summersdale Road.  However, much has changed since the 2008 report and the nature of the area diluted with new 

building.  The areas of interest are separated and do not form a concentrated whole.  If CDC refuse an application and the decision 

goes to appeal, it costs CDC a considerable amount of money, therefore they are careful about what they put forward.  It was 

suggested that an updated appraisal be prepared as a guidance document.  Another suggestion was to select individual houses for 

local listing.  A potential developer would have to refer to a consultation document or a listing.  RH said that the report prepared in 

2008 was adopted by the City Council but not CDC, and asked whether this would be the same if a new report was prepared.  Mr 

Broadway said that CDC would now adopt a new report.  The policy is to preserve heritage assets.  Councillor Plowman said that he 

was a co-author of the original report.  He said that the whole of Chichester was preparing a neighbourhood plan and a policy could 

be included to protect individual houses.  This has the same status as a local plan.  He suggested identifying suitable properties which 

would form the basis for discussion at a later date.  VS asked what the situation would be if an owner did not want to be so identified.  

John Halliday asked how the this would work where a road had a mixture of good and ordinary homes.  RP said that it would be 

done on the basis of individual dwellings only, and they must fit in with the local plan.  SS asked whether the properties on the north 

side of The Avenue could be identified as a group listing, and Mr Broadway said that they could.  RP said that in the case of a 

neighbourhood plan, an inspector does look at each recommendation to agree its suitability.  RH said that in Lavant Road there were 

fewer exceptional dwellings due to recent developments, which had changed the nature of the area where trees and hedges had been 

removed to make way for the necessary car parking space required by planning requirements.  He asked whether we could protect 

against the changes this made to the nature of Summersdale.  Mr Broadway said the planning officer had to balance the need for 

more housing against changing an area.  JL asked whether properties identified as of ‘particular interest’ would mean owners could 

not sell to developers, thus not being able to maximise their value.  Some homeowners might object to being given this status if it 

meant they were not free to sell to whoever they wished.  Mr Broadway said that it would restrict their options for sale.  PB asked 

whether getting more TPO’s in place would help the keep the area green, and Mr Broadway confirmed that it would.  RP said that 

the Lavant Road was a good entrance gateway into the city and this could be mentioned in any updated appraisal.  Mr Peter Sutton 

said that many trees already have TPO’s but not all trees are under the control of CDC.  Mr Broadway said that he was on the 

planning committee to discuss Grade I and II building applications particularly.  VS asked for 4 volunteers to form a sub-committee 

to be led by RH to identify houses of particular interest and to help prepare an updated appraisal. MQ said that she had already sent 

some information to CDC but they were not prepared to consider Summersdale as a conservation area based on it, so a new approach 

is needed.  Mr Broadway was thanked for his time and for the help and information he had given. 

4. Approval of Minutes of meeting of 31 October 2019. 

Proposed by BQ, seconded by JL and approved and signed by VS. 

5. Matters arising not covered below. 

None 

6. Co-opting of new committee member. 

Mr John Halliday was duly co-opted onto the SRA committee.  He was proposed by SS and seconded by BQ.  JH said he would 

become part of RH’s sub-committee, and RH suggested he could take the currently vacant position of Deputy Planning Secretary.  

JH to decide when he has had time to consider. 

7. Chairman’s Report 

Whitehouse Farm.  VS said that she would email what she receives to members and an item could be put on the agenda if it was 

considered necessary. 

Daffodil Field. VS said that part of this site was under option to Berkeley Homes.  RH said it could in fact be the whole field.  Mr 

Jeremy Hunt said that Lavant PC have been working on an updated local plan with particular note to the strategic gap between 

Lavant and Summersdale, and he would ask them what they had done in this regard as the daffodil field encroaches on this. 

Plaques for trees are now to hand and Mr Ray Carter has volunteered to erect them. 
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Speeding in Lavant Road continues to be an issue and VS had received notification from Mr Brian Towner to this effect.  VS has 

spoken to PCSO Jason Lemm who will meet with Peter Lines and Brian Towner to discuss possible solutions. 

SRA Notice Board.  VS said she considered that the Notice Board by the postbox was in need of replacement, it was difficult to 

open and was not a good advertisement for the SRA.  The committee agreed.  She asked for a volunteer to source a new board large 

enough for 3 A4 sheets to be put up across it rather than 2 at present.  BQ offered to undertake the task. 

8. Treasurer’s Report 

Bank balances 

Current a/c 

Lloyds Bank Treasurer’s a/c    £481.05 including £75.10 held on behalf of NCRA 

Interest bearing a/cs 

Lloyds Bank Business instant access a/c (interest 0.05%) £0.01 

New A/c: Hampshire Trust Bank 30 day business notice 

  a/c (interest 1.25%) opened 5.11.19   £14,500 

The public liability insurance with Zurich has been renewed with a premium of £79.80.  We have outlaid £90 for plaques for the new 

trees on The Broadway green and the Diamond Jubilee Tree on Ferndale Road green.  We have paid Arun District Council £13.96 

for leaflets and reimbursed VS £43.92 for stamps. 

9. Newsletter 

MQ asked for the report on the Goodwood airfield, which BQ had to hand.  She asked if RH had a report on planning matters for the 

newsletter and he said that he would write something on the new character appraisal.  VS will supply a chairman’s report.  MQ has 

taken photographs of the construction of the cycle path outside Wellington Grange, of tree planting at the junction of Fordwater Road 

and Ferndale Road and of the tree trimmed in Plainwood Close.  BQ to give MQ information on his upcoming meeting with PCSO 

Jason Lemm on the speeding issue and also that an item to say he was our PCSO should go in the newsletter.  MQ asked JL to do a 

precis of the minutes of the 2018 AGM.  JH suggested photos of overgrown hedges in the area.  He also asked BQ to make some 

minor amendments to his report on the airfield given to MQ.  MQ asked that the deadline for copy for next newsletter should be 10 

December. 

10. Membership Secretary’s Report 

Currently there are 439 members with the inclusion of one new member. 

11. Planning Secretary’s Report 

23 Lavant Road.   Application ref. 19/02574/OUT. We have objected. 

Glenmar, Brandy Hole Lane.  Application Ref. 19/02241/FUL. Proposal for flats.  We have objected. 

No other planning matters at this time. 

VS asked if the footpath behind Maddoxwood to Centurion Way was open yet.  RH to check. 

12. Webmaster’s Report 

No report, as MS not present. 

13. Goodwood Liaison – Airfield and Race Track 

BQ reported that a recent two hour meeting had been held with airfield representatives.  Resurfacing had been done but had to be 

replaced.  Drainage installed had coped well given the recent wet weather.  Phase 3 of the extension to runway 24 which affects 

Summersdale most is under way, particularly where it crosses runway 28 where the surface is uneven.  This will give planes taking 

off more time to gain height to fly over the trees.  There have been very few reports of overflying or low flying recently, possibly due 

to poor weather and residents spending less time in their gardens.  The area of Lavant Road where the new Co-Op store is located is 

a particular spot for low flying aircraft.  There are no plans for a permanent surfaced runway.  The flying school hope to get a battery 

powered aircraft in 2020.  To report a low flying aircraft, it is now only necessary to give the time it flew over, as all aircraft are 

timed on take-off. 

14. CCDT (Chichester Community Development Trust) 

SS attended a recent meeting.  This organisation is to promote turning new developments into communities.  The chapel in 

Graylingwell is to be turned into a heritage centre, or community hub, which can be used by any resident groups in Summersdale, not 

just those in new developments.  When 600 homes have been sold, studios for start-up businesses are also proposed for Graylingwell 

also.  PS said that more parking would need to be made available if local people were to use these facilities.  Currently there is the 

risk of being clamped or fined for parking on the development. 

15. Tree Planting 
RC reported that a tree has recently been planted on the junction of Fordwater Road and Ferndale Road, funded by the SRA. Plaques 

for trees are now to hand and RC has volunteered to erect them, one to commemorate the Jubilee Tree 2012 and the other in memory 

of Nigel Muir.  Posts to show the location of the next batch of trees to be planted on the green at the junction of Ferndale Road and 

Maplehurst Road and Ferndale Road and Fordwater Road have been put in.  SS asked whether a tree could be put on the verge 

opposite the One Stop shop in The Broadway, as there was one there before.  This is now private land, so it is probably not possible.  

The developers of the site could be approached.  Ss said she had heard from a resident asking whether bird boxes could be put up on 

street trees.  RC said that CDC own the trees so suggested he contact Justin Jones at CDC to enquire.  VS to reply. 

16. AGM Invitations 

RH is to chair the AGM as Richard Bramall is still unwell.  The AGM is to be held on Wednesday 12 February at St Paul’s Church, 

so good communication to members is essential to be sure they know of the changed day of the week and venue.  RH reported that 

he had spoken to the Duke of Richmond’s secretary and asked for the correspondence between the Duke and RB so that he knew 

what had been agreed.  VS asked whether the Duke would be answering questions after his speech, and asked whether committee 

members thought this was a good idea.  Nearly all voted against questions, as there are a lot of potentially contentious issues he could 

be asked about which might put him in an awkward position as our guest.  However, it was agreed that RH would ask the Duke if he 

was willing to answer questions, perhaps if they were submitted in advance.  RH has asked Jeremy Hunt to speak for 5 minutes, and 

has also asked Richard Plowman in his capacity as mayor and Tony Dignum to speak.  It was agreed that we should search for a new 

chairman as Richard Bramall is unlikely to be able to continue in the role, and the AGM will be a good place to ask for volunteers. 

17. Date of next meeting – Thursday 2 January 2020. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.35pm. 


