
SUMMERSDALE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on 25 July 2019 

St Michaels Hall, Summersdale, Chichester 

www.summersdaleresidents.co.uk 

Residents Working Together 

 

Present: Mrs Vanessa Stern – Vice Chairman 

   & Membership Secretary  Mrs Sue Spooner - 

Mrs Janet Leonard - Minutes Secretary Roger Hobbs – Planning Secretary 

Michael Berry – Newsletter Distribution Mike Steel – Webmaster 

Peter Lines – Goodwood Liaison  Brian Quilter – Goodwood Liaison 

Mrs Jean Goddard -     Mrs Mary Quiney – Newsletter Editor 

 

1. Welcome to members attending 
VS welcomed committee members attending, and also SRA member Mr Ray Carter. 

2. Apologies for absence 

Received from Mr Richard Bramall, Mr Peter Bickley, Mrs Pauline Sutton and Mrs Alison Stratton-Baldwin. 

3. Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday 20 June 2019. 

RB said that item 5 should be amended to include “and 3 additional houses”.  This was amended and the minutes signed by VS. 

4. Matters arising from the Minutes not covered below.  None. 

5. Planning Secretary’s Report 

RH distributed copy plans of 10 Lavant Road,  The original submitted plan was for 3 dwellings which was considered over-

development, which SRA had objected to.  The revised plan shows only two properties on the plot, one on the road frontage to 

contain 6 flats and another behind.  The builder Stuart Elberry has created several high quality developments in the area – Chestnut 

Avenue, Comme Ca – and the revised plan shows dwellings with good sized gardens and parking.  The property on the road frontage 

will be of a high specification and will blend in well with other new developments in the area.  The proposal will probably be given 

planning permission and SRA will not object.  RB to withdraw our objection to the original plan. 

5 Tregarth Road (off Highland Road).  Objections already received from residents on the grounds of over-development.  A 

development is proposed with access between two semi-detached properties, which goes against CDC guidelines for infilling.  SRA 

to object, as the Chichester Society has already done. 

Work has started on the footpath between Centurion Way and the A286. 

6. Treasurer’s Report 

Bank Balances  

Current A/c  

Lloyds Bank Treasurers a/c    £5,088.85 including £75.10 held on behalf of NCRA  
Interest Bearing a/cs  

Lloyds Bank Business Instant Access a/c  £0.01  
United Trust Bank 40 day notice a/c   £10,394.58  

7. Goodwood Liaison Report 
PL attended a liaison meeting which representatives of other residents’ association also attended.  Similar problems were 
expressed to those experienced by Summersdale residents.  The meeting lasted two and a half hours and runway use and 
overflying were discussed.  The Summersdale area is the most affected by these issues.  Use of the website is the most effective 
way to lodge complaints and an email will elicit a response better than a phone call.  More information on the changes to runways 
being used was considered to be useful, so that residents knew where aircraft were likely to be approaching and taking off from.  
RH asked whether all runways were in use, and PL said that they would be operational eventually, although not for jet aircraft.  As 
there are many new residents coming into the area who might not be aware of the aircraft movements, more complaints are likely 
to be received.  RH asked whether overflying had increased recently, and PL reported that it had recently peaked but had now 
tailed off again.  RH said that although many meetings had been held concerning overflying, nothing seemed to have been done.  
PL said that it was the first meeting he had attended and he hoped for improvements in the future.  Aircraft are supposed to aim 
out towards the solar farm but not all do.  MQ said that an article in the newsletter told residents that an email complaint was the 
best way forward.  JG said that she had put an item on NextDoorSummersdale to that effect.  Ray Carter asked if engine ground 
testing had taken place recently, and MS confirmed that a Merlin (Spitfire) engine had been tested.  JL complained about what she 
thought had been a helicopter taking off in the early hours of Wednesday, which turned out to have been be a combine harvester. 

8. Membership Secretary’s Report 
438 members – 2 new recently added from Foxholme Close.  Some payments are still outstanding and a few standing orders are 
not yet paid.  MQ asked whether VS gave new members a copy of the newsletter, and she confirmed that she did. 

8a Tree Planting 
A Lirodendron tulipifera, the Tulip tree, is to be planted on the green area at the junction of Fordwater Road and Ferndale Road.  

RB has offered to tend it.  As tree warden, Ray Carter agreed to liaise with SRA to report on where trees can be planted and when, 
and how many. 

9. Promotional Leaflet – New Design 
MQ gave members copies of the new leaflet together with an old version with the amendments shown in red.  New photographs – 
Tudor House and Marchwood pond - have been included and page headings amended.  Page 4, payment section, includes the 
option to pay by BACS.  MQ suggested a print run of 100 as a mail drop is not anticipated in the near future and reprints can be 

http://www.summersdaleresidents.co.uk/


done quickly.  RH said that the picture of Marchwood pond did not do it justice, and MQ said she would take another photograph.  
JG said a link could be put on the NextDoorSummersdale site to the new leaflet. 

10. Newsletter and Distribution 
VS said that MQ had put together another excellent newsletter, and distribution had been completed successfully.  Vs said that MB 
had decided to give up his distribution duties, and thanked him for his years of service.  Vs asked him to liaise with MQ to organise 
new distributors.  PL offered to distribute to Roman Fields.  MS to put details on the website of MQ as the new person with 
responsibility for distributing the newsletters to the deliverers.  Action MS.. 

10a Webmasters Report 
 402 hits on the website were received in June.  The Web hosting bill of £23.94 has now been paid. 

11. Graylingwell Path fence update 
JG gave committee members a print out of the path showing where the fence was sited.  She said that it could be 2020 or 2022 
before any action was taken.  She attended the open day at the refurbished chapel where she met Louise Goldsmith and showed 
her the fence.  No action resulted.  She spoke to Richard Plowman.  No action resulted.  She also spoke to Sarah Sharp the Green 
district councillor with a similar result.  She learned that some residents are against the removal of the fence.  Linden Homes have 
recently erected a new strong fence.  RH said that Linden Homes hope we will give up and forget the whole thing.  There is an 
existing path through the site but it is not a right of way.  An error at the planning stage by CDC allowed the fence to be erected in 
the first place.  Some problems had been experienced with selling of drugs which had prompted Graylingwell residents to press for 
the fence to remain.  In order to progress matters, it was suggested that we should write to the chairman of the Graylingwell 
Residents Association to discuss the whole situation. 

11b Winterbourne Road Playground 
We still have not found out who has responsibility for the playground, and without that information little can be done.  Hyde 
Martlett built the development, and Ray Carter agreed to contact them for clarification.  CDC have funds available to refurbish 
playgrounds.  Action R. Carter (not on committee). 

12. Community Speed Watch 
BQ said that in his opinion we should not become involved with the scheme.  He had experience of it 3 years ago and was trained 
by PCSO Jason Lemm.  It made no difference to the number of motorists speeding, and he received a lot of abuse from those who 
were targeted by the equipment.  Reports from Lavant and Boxgrove are more positive however.  RH said that the only way 
forward was to press for speed restrictions on the A286 entering the city from the north.  Traffic is increasing and will only become 
worse as new developments add to the situation.  Older people and children are finding it more difficult to cross the road as traffic 
is moving so fast.  VS pointed out that there are 4 reservation points on the stretch of road in question but people do not always 
want to walk to one.  It was agreed that SRA would not run a community speed watch scheme but would support any residents 
who wished to do so.   

13. Summersdale Conservation update 
RH  has spoken to Richard Plowman, who said that to get onto the CDC planning policy we need to send the original assessment 
given to CDC by Barry Aldridge to be updated.  RB has spoken to John Templeman who spoke at a recent SRA meeting and Vincent 
Porter who will be able to update the assessment.  Richard Plowman will then take it up on our behalf.  MQ offered to edit in 
photographs and newspaper cuttings relevant to the assessment.  However, they will not be updating  ‘character appraisal’ of 
2006-8.  MQ said that RB would submit that in its present form, perhaps as a hard copy as well as electronically. 

14. One Stop shop and post office 
VS said that RB had been unable to make contact with anyone in authority regarding the post office.  SS said that perhaps it could 
be counter-productive to make too big an issue of the service in case it was decided to close the shop, which would affect local 
residents. 

15. A27 
No progress, especially as Chris Grayling is no longer Transport Secretary and the government have bigger issues to deal with. 

16. Dates for committee meetings 
VS and SS visited St Pauls Church to make arrangements for its use for the AGM, and whilst there enquired about availability for 
other meetings.  Only Friday evenings are free, not convenient for most committee members.  A quick poll showed that 
Wednesday evening was more popular for meetings than the current Thursday.  VS to check availability at St Michael’s Hall for 
Wednesday evenings for 2020.  Action VS and RB. 

17. AOB 
MQ said that she had recently seen grassed areas in and around the streets in Summersdale where wild flowers had been sown, 
only to find that a short time later they had been mowed over by the CDC’s contractors.  VS contacted Meg Owen the tree warden, 
who said that they had tried to plant wild flowers but found them mowed off.  MQ asked whether the planted areas could be 
marked so contractors avoided them.  JL pointed out that the contractors mowed the areas at high speed with large mowing 
machines and with the best will in the world could unfortunately not be expected to weave around patches of flowers.  MQ asked 
if this could be included in the agenda for the next meeting, and VS said that it could. 

18. Date of next meeting – Thursday 29 August, 2019. 
 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.25pm. 

 


