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SUMMERSDALE RESIDENTS’  ASSOCIATION 
Chichester, West Sussex 

NEWSLETTER  

WINTER 2017/2018 
““Residents Working Together"Residents Working Together"  

A message from our Chairman, Roger Hobbs  

W 
elcome to our Winter Newsletter for 2018. 

Firstly I would draw your attention to our AGM 

this year which is on Thursday 15
th

 February 2018.  I am 

very pleased to let you know that we have what promises 

to be a very interesting AGM talk by our main speaker 

Judi Darley from Chichester Harbour Conservancy.  You 

may remember Judi was due to address us last year, but 

had a bereavement in her family which meant that, 

understandably, she was not able to attend and talk at 

our AGM.   

The Chichester Harbour Conservancy was set up by Act of 

Parliament in 1971 as an independent body, with a duty 

to conserve, maintain and improve the harbour.  As well 

as being the statutory harbour authority, the conservancy 

manages the area of outstanding natural beauty.  I know 

that many of us use the harbour for various activities and 

are very interested to hear about the work that they carry 

out for our benefit so will be looking forward to that talk 

with great anticipation.   

Tony Dignum, Leader of Chichester District Council, has 

also agreed, once again, to give us his short update on 

issues that are particularly of interest to us in 

Summersdale.  Tony kindly stepped into the breach at 

short notice last year to give our keynote AGM talk. This 

year he will be limited to the usual ten minutes.  However 

I am keen to hear what he says about the latest position 

with the CDC Local Plan revision. (see my report on page 4)  

I know from your feedback that our AGM event has 

proved very popular in the past; not only have we had 

some very interesting speakers, but it has also provided a 

great opportunity for us to meet and chat with members 

in an informal setting; to review what has happened 

during the past year and what issues are likely to be on 

the horizon in the coming year. (For a review of the past few 

years and for planning issues see page 4). 

Your association is represented by a committee of 

members who carry out various tasks to ensure that the 

association runs smoothly.  We have been very fortunate 

that we have had a stable committee for very many years 

which has meant that the association has benefitted 

from good continuity.  However, this is about to change 

—please see the article on page 3. 

At this time of year it gives me great pleasure to say 

thank you to all your committee members who give up 

their time attending meetings and working tirelessly on 

your behalf.   

I would also like to thank our elected representatives - 

especially Jeremy Hunt for West Sussex County Council 

and Tony Dignum for Chichester District Council and the 

City Council; they both endeavour to keep us appraised 

of anything that affects the Summersdale Area and 

Jeremy regularly attends our SRA committee meetings. 

On behalf of the SRA committee may I wish you and your 

families a very happy New Year.  We sincerely hope that 

2018 brings you good fortune, but above all else, peace, 

happiness and good health. 

Roger       

Annual General Meeting 
including Guest Speaker:   

Judi Darley (from Chichester Harbour Conservancy)  
7:30 pm on Thursday 15

th
 February 2018  

at St Michael’s Hall, Summersdale Road, Chichester 

All members are welcome to attend (you can join on the night);  

we normally have good representation from our local politicians.   

The agenda and minutes of last year's meeting are on pages 5 & 6.   

Members wishing to bring a resolution to the AGM should submit it in writing to the Chairman  

at least 7 days before the meeting.  Any resolutions received will be published  

on the SRA notice board by the letterbox outside One Stop in the Broadway. 
 

The AGM will be followed by a social gathering with free drinks and canapés 
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‘We need to restore the glade at Willow Pond. Get the 

warming rays of the sun down to ground level, so that the 

bluebell sheen can entrance us again. The path along the 

north of East Broyle Copse needs widening into a ride. 

Then we can watch brimstone and orange tip butterflies 

charge along it in the spring. As for all that invasive non-

native laurel, it has to go! Even the holly is too much in 

some places, making the paths too gloomy in winter; it 

needs thinning. The sweet chestnuts have been coppiced 

since at least the early 18
th

 century; that’s why it’s called 

the Copse, for Heaven’s sake. It’s such a shame that we 

haven’t coppiced them for some years now; we must get 

that going again. And wouldn’t it be great to help people 

with mobility issues to access East Broyle Copse by 

preparing a gradual path up the slope, using hoggin 

material? - Not cheap, though’.  

‘Those are just some of the comments voiced regularly in 

recent years at committee meetings of the Friends of 

Brandy Hole Copse. I am its chairman. Our spirit has been 

willing, and also our hearts, because we love the Copse. 

It’s such an amazing place. That Iron Age bank and ditch 

known as the Chichester Entrenchments. Those soft 

gravel pits where those naughty smugglers allegedly hid 

their brandy kegs and other contraband, back in the day. 

Not to mention the weird assortment of anti-tank 

roadblocks placed in the ditch in May 1940, when Britain 

was threatened with invasion. And all that natural world 

— a veritable cornucopia of flora and fauna… shrubs, 

mammals, birds, butterflies, insects.  

Anno Domini, plain and simple. The heart may be strong, 

but the flesh is weak and getting weaker, especially the 

legs. We’re all getting older and more tired, rather like 

the Copse. At 67 I’m probably the youngest member of 

the Committee, yet I’m awaiting a hip replacement, not to 

mention a revision, (replacement), of my damaged right 

knee replacement. Too much sport down the years, I’m 

afraid. We all know what we want to do in the Copse, but 

how to get it done? I’ve already done the ‘what’ bit—the 

easy bit—by drafting a five-year Management Plan for 

the Copse, (2017/21), with an accompanying Work 

Schedule. I presented it to the Brandy Hole Copse 

Management Board, and as I’m also its chairman, it was 

swiftly approved last January, 2017. No real problem, 

nothing controversial. 

The Copse’s ownership is shared between Chichester 

District Council and two local landowners. Gareth Ryman 

was an intern Environment Officer at the Council, and in 

2016 he mentioned the possibility of Green Gym 

involvement in the Copse, to get things moving. I had 

never heard of Green Gym, which is organised by TCV, 

The Conservation Volunteers. This was to provide us 

with our fresh blood. At last, conversation about what 

was needed could become actual habitat conservation. 

It took about six months to acquire funding. There are 

quite a few grant-awarding bodies out there. Tesco Bags 

of Help was worth doing last February. The bid to the 

WSCC Community Initiative Fund was successful last 

April. The main grant was from ‘Awards for All’, which is 

the younger sibling of the Heritage Lottery Fund, making 

grants of up to £10,000. It was secured for us by TCV.  

As for the Community Infrastructure Levy sum, that 

wasn’t to be sneezed at either. Sorry to bore you with all 

these ‘alphabet agencies’ but it makes the point that 

charitable community groups such as ours can access 

them, given a fair bit of time and effort. 

Recruiting and equipping volunteers to work in the 

Copse on a regular basis to manage and refresh its 

habitats by: 

• creating some glades and rides,  

• assisting with coppicing 

• making the Copse more accessible and welcoming 

to everyone - dogwalkers, children, grandparents, 

lovers of the natural world.  

So that’s where we now are, this Spring, each Tuesday 

from 11 am to 2 pm. The TCV van brings the equipment: 

the billhooks, the handsaws, the loppers, the gloves, the 

refreshments, the biscuits, even the thigh waders for 

pond detritus clearance. We start each session with 

some exercises, led by our excellent TCV group leader 

Colette, who unfairly is young and very active. She gets 

‘Green Gym’ fresh blood at Brandy Hole Copse       Andrew Berriman 

What we needed was fresh blood to bring the Plan to life. 

So what’s the problem?  

To what use would these funds be put, once Green Gym 

sessions began in the late autumn, 2017?  
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us loosened up, which is slightly challenging for me in 

my state! It’s all good, though, because the Copse is such 

an uplifting place. Tending the bonfire, for the cut scrub, 

brings out the Boy Scout in me. And I can wield my 

secateurs with the best of them. 

The Copse is so local, so near the centre of Chichester. 

It’s just 15 acres, (6 hectares), of coppiced sweet 

chestnut, and oak standards. It was created in the wake 

of the Great Storm in October 1987. After the Council 

had cleared away most of the large fallen trees, a 

volunteer group was established in 1988 to manage the 

Copse, on behalf of the District Council. Its first 

Chairman was Jim Ayling, who sadly died last 

December. With Jim’s determined approached over 

more than a decade scrub was cleared, new trees 

planted, hedge fencing laid around the Copse’s 

perimeter on Brandy Hole Lane, flights of steps created, 

ponds dug, bird and bat boxes places in trees. 

In 2001 the Copse became the first designated  

Local Nature Reserve in the Chichester area.  

It has since won various awards  

for its contribution to the local environment. 

We will be placing a new rustic bench in Jim’s memory, 

close to Willow Pond. 2018 will be the Copse’s 30
th

 

anniversary. There is still much to be done. 

Green Gym is keen to encourage more volunteers, young 

and old, to join—the more the merrier. It’s good for you—

for both your physical and mental health—but not too 

demanding, with plenty of time to stand and chat. Do 

come along and sign up. I am really enjoying it, and seeing 

the Copse refreshed. As I said at the start, that’s been the 

key—fresh blood!  

See you soon at the Copse... 

 

Andrew  Berriman,  

Chairman  

Friends of Brandy Hole Copse 

In many ways it is Jim Ayling’s legacy that is being 

perpetuated by the Green Gym.  

If you’d also like to become a Friend of the Copse, at the 

bargain cost of £5 pa, that would be the icing on our cake. 

Committee Changes                    Roger Hobbs 

At the last AGM, I indicated that I would not be 

standing for re-election in 2018.   I have been 

Chairman of our Residents’ Association since the 

spring of 2013, following Jeremy Hunt’s successful 

election to West Sussex County Council as our 

representative member for North Chichester.  For 

good reason our constitution says that the 

Chairmanship should change after three years; I am 

coming up for five years in the post, so ...  

I will not be standing for re-election as Chairman 

at this year's AGM. Therefore there will be this  

vacancy on the committee needing to be filled  

at the February AGM in 2018. 

Also, Andrew Birch, our Planning Secretary, will be 

standing down.  (Trevor Owen, the Assistant Planning 

Secretary, will be standing for election to replace him 

and I will be standing for election to replace Trevor). 

Therefore we are asking if any members would be prepared to 

put their names forward to help with running your 

association.  The current Committee post holders can be 

viewed in this newsletter; some have specific roles and some 

are without a direct portfolio; they provide valuable support 

with various activities as they arise, such as the summer party. 

This is not a life sentence; committee members can come on 

the committee for a couple of years and then pass it on to 

someone else.  The committee members are all likeable 

people and the work involved is a lot of fun.  Therefore, please 

give this some thought and, if you are prepared to put your 

name forward, please contact me or any of the committee 

members.  If no one comes forward to help out the 

association, as you know it, will decline and the good work 

that it does in protecting our Summersdale area may be lost. 

Please let me or a committee member know  

of your interest by end of January  

so that we can put those names forward at the AGM. 
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Planning and other issues  - past, present and future   Chairman’s  Report 

Local Plan Issues 

some developments have greatly improved the general 

housing stock in our area and that is to be welcomed; but 

our planning assessment document recognised that over- 

intensification of development can be detrimental to the 

character of the area.  Recently - due to over-

intensification - we have objected to developments that 

have subsequently been withdrawn and replaced with less 

intensive ones.  However, some developments are still 

being won at appeal.  We will continue to monitor the 

planning applications closely and comment where we feel 

it is appropriate. 

A number of members are still disappointed that the off 

road shared pedestrian cycle route outside Wellington 

Grange has not been delivered by the developers.  Whilst 

this may seem a relatively short, insignificant section of 

cycle route, it is actually an important section of a much 

longer route that runs from North Chichester through to 

the city centre.  We have chased, and will continue to 

chase, the developer regarding this matter.  We have 

always been assured that it has not been forgotten, but it 

is disappointing that, to date, nothing has appeared on the 

ground. 

Highways England (HE) embarked on its A27 consultation.  

I think most people agree that the consultation on that 

subject was very poorly undertaken with leaks of northern 

routes occurring and then being hurriedly removed with 

little explanation.  It culminated in Chris Grayling, the 

Secretary of State for Transport, pulling the scheme from 

the first tranche of funding.  Since that time SRA 

representatives have regularly attended the ‘Build A 

Better A27’ consultation meetings which resulted in 

consultants being commissioned to come up with an 

‘innovatory’ solution to the A27 by spring next year.  HE 

and their consultants spent £2m developing solutions to 

the problem; it seems very optimistic to expect the 

BABA27 consultants, on a budget of £75k, to come up with 

an innovatory solution that ‘no one had thought of during 

the previous process’.  However, we keep an open mind.  

It has been a useful exercise in that we have met Gillian 

Keegan, our Member of Parliament, who has had meetings 

on this matter with Highways England and Chris Grayling.  

Louise Goldsmith, Leader of WSCC, has been instrumental 

in pulling all this together and deserves our support.  At 

this stage, although nothing has been ruled out, it does 

not look as if the northern routes are being considered as 

realistic options.  To date no options have been discussed; 

when a solution was tabled at an earlier meeting of the 

BABA27 the meeting fell apart in acrimony. From what I 

have seen at the ongoing discussions I cannot think that all 

parties are ever going to be happy with whatever solution 

is proposed. 

I said at the time what an honour and privilege it was, and 

has been, serving you along with a very able committee.    

We have had some interesting adventures along the way.  

In the Summer of 2013 we heard that Taylor Wimpey had 

submitted an appeal against the CDC refusal of planning 

consent for a housing development on part of the 

'daffodil field' site in Lavant and we successfully 

challenged that.  That same summer we had the 

alterations to the main house in the theatre which 

resulted in the wonderful, but regrettably short lived, 

Theatre in the Park, which put on the musical, Barnham, 

and the play, Neville's Island.  In the Autumn Comme Ça 

closed its doors as a restaurant for the last time. In 2014 

Sarah Mansell from the theatre gave us a great talk at our 

AGM.  

 

In the summer we had the start of the Chichester Local 

Plan; in the new year the Planning Inspector found this to 

be sound with the caveat that—following clarity on the 

waste water and A27 situations - she wanted a revision 

within the next five years to increase the housing 

allocation. The revision is progressing though its various 

stages of consultation and we input into that if the plans 

directly affect the Summersdale Area.  The government 

formula, now out at consultation, would significantly 

increase the housing requirement to 609 houses per 

annum compared with the 435 dwellings per annum in 

the current Local Plan.  However, it is important that we 

have an up to date Local Plan in place to stop developers 

cherry picking sites in an ad hoc manner.  For example, 

two recent CDC decisions to refuse planning permission 

for developments have been overturned by planning 

inspectors at appeal partly because the inspector 

concluded that CDC could no longer demonstrate that it 

had a five year housing allocation because of the delays 

to starting of some of the larger development sites in the 

Local Plan! 

The Local Plan currently out for consultation does not 

show any sites affecting Summersdale directly, although 

we have had our fair share of developments with 

Graylingwell Park, Roussillon Park and White House Farm.  

We will need to remain vigilant during the consultation 

stage to ensure that nothing is introduced into the Local 

Plan that will detrimentally affect the Summersdale 

area. 

Another issue currently of concern is the number of 

planning applications that are being submitted in 

Summersdale that propose to develop two, three or even 

four dwellings on plots where there was originally only 

one.  The SRA looks at each proposal on its merits. Clearly 

The Past 

Over-Intensification of  Development 

Wellington Grange Pedestrian/Cycle Route  

And, of  course, the A27....? 
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SUMMERSDALE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
‘Residents Working Together’ 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

 THURSDAY 15
th 

FEBRUARY 2018 at 7:30 pm  

at St Michael’s Hall, Summersdale Road, Chichester 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 
 

2. Minutes of the AGM held on 16
th

 February 2017 
 

3. Chairman’s Report 
 

4. Treasurer’s Report and Adoption of Accounts for year ended 31
st 

December 2017 
 

5. Election of Officers  

(namely Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer, Minutes Secretaries 1 and 2, Membership 

Secretary, Planning Secretary, Assistant Planning Secretary, Webmaster, Newsletter Editor, 

Goodwood Liaison, Newsletter Distributor) and other Committee Members.*  
Chairman: Vacant; Vice Chairman: Sue Spooner; Treasurer and Minutes Sec 2: Peter Bickley;  

Minutes Sec: Janet Leonard, Membership Sec: Vanessa Stern; Planning Sec: Vacant;  

Assistant Planning Sec: Trevor Owen; Webmaster: Michael Steel; Newsletter Editor: Mary Quiney;  

Goodwood Liaison: Dennis Martin; Newsletter Distribution: Michael Berry; (see ’Committee Changes’ on page  3) 

 

6. Election of Independent Examiner 
 

7. Guest Speaker -  Judi Darley (Communities Officer, Chichester Harbour Conservancy) 
 

8. Other Resolutions** 
 

9. Open Forum  

 

* Nominations to the Committee or for any Officer post may be made by any member provided it has the 

consent of the nominee.  Nominations can be made at the meeting but it is helpful if they are submitted in 

advance to the Chairman.  We are keen to appoint new and younger members to the Committee.   

** If you wish to propose a Resolution please send it in writing c/o The Chairman, 1 Brandy Hole Lane PO19 5RL 

(or to admin@summersdaleresidents.co.uk) at least 7 days before the meeting so that it can be published on 

the SRA notice board next to the One Stop Shop. 
 

The AGM will be followed by our usual social gathering including drinks and canapés. 

All members of the SRA are cordially invited to attend.  

New members are always welcome and can join on the night. 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

   
£5 per annum 

SRA membership subscriptions were due on 1 January.   It helps us if you pay by banker’s standing order.    

If you have not paid, or wish in future to pay by standing order, please send the enclosed form to:  
 

the Membership Secretary -  Mrs Vanessa Stern, 15 Selham Close, Marchwood, Chichester  PO19 5BZ 

 preferably before the AGM. 
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SUMMERSDALE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
‘Residents Working Together’ 

ABBREVIATED MINUTES of 
 
AGM on 16 FEBRUARY 2017 

WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Chairman Roger Hobbs welcomed all attending, including the Deputy Mayor Cllr Peter Evans, CDC Cllr Simon Lloyd-

Williams, CDC & CCC Cllr Tony Dignum, WSCC and CCC Cllr Margaret Evans and CDC & CCC Cllr Len Macey, SRA 

Committee members Dennis Martin, Vanessa Stern, Mary Quiney, Peter Bickley, Sue Spooner, Trevor Owen, Michael 

Berry, Alison Stratton-Baldwin and Andrew Birch. and 74 SRA members. Apologies were received from Cllr Derek 

James and Mrs Ann James, Mike Steel, Betty Purdy and Den & Hen Napier. He reported that the speaker for the 

evening Judy Darley could not attend but Tony Dignum would  speak in her place.  Judy will speak at the next AGM. 

MINUTES OF THE AGM HELD ON 18 FEBRUARY 2016  Agreed and signed by RH 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT,  TREASURER’S REPORT AND ADOPTION OF ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 

RH's overview of topics discussed in the past year, included planning matters within Summersdale and consultations—

including the WSCC Minerals Local Plan and the Chichester Conservation Area Appraisal— monitoring the progress of 

various planning agreements—including the cycleway from Graylingwell into the City, the off-road section outside 

Wellington Grange and the crossing into Oaklands Road.  SRA continues with tree planting in Summersdale, will 

contribute to the cost of new seating and a picnic bench along Centurion Way, and is discussing a bus shelter in Lavant 

Road. The SRA attends race track consultative meetings re the Goodwood Motor Circuit.  RH said  he will not stand for 

re-election at the 2018 AGM as the constitution of the SRA states that a chairman should only serve for 3 years. He 

thanked Jeremy Hunt, our WSCC Member for Chichester North, and CDC & City Cllr Tony Dignum for their help in 

keeping us informed on matters relating to the SRA area.  
Treasurer Peter Bickley gave explanation of items contained in the accounts and they were approved. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND OTHER COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

RH paid tribute to the work of the SRA committee members and reported the sad death of SRA committee member 

Hannelore Thomas, who lost her battle with cancer last November. The following were re-elected unanimously:  

The Chairman: Roger Hobbs, Vice Chairman: Sue Spooner, Treasurer and Minutes Sec 2: Peter Bickley,  

Minutes Secretary: Janet Leonard, Membership Secretary: Vanessa Stern, Planning Secretary: Andrew Birch,  

Asst. Planning Sec: Trevor Owen, Newsletter Editor: Mary Quiney, Newsletter Distribution: Michael Berry,  

Goodwood Liaison: Dennis Martin, Webmaster: Michael Steel, , Member without Portfolio: Alison Stratton-Baldwin.  
ELECTION OF INDEPENDENT EXAMINER 

Carlos Santander was duly elected as independent examiner for SRA. 

EXTRA  RH asked Deputy Mayor Cllr Peter Evans to present a brief outline of the Council’s budget for this year.  A 

reduction of £3.3m is sought on net figures, a total saving of £16.8m .  Reserves were good, with £9m to be used.  

Council tax is to rise by 3.9%, 2% to be used towards social care.  Government funding has been reduced by £23.9m 

Christopher Beasley spoke about Conservation Volunteers Sussex asking people to vote at local Tesco stores.   

GUEST SPEAKER: CDC & CITY CLLR TONY DIGNUM—CHICHESTER VISION 

The Vision for Chichester will define how the City changes, grows and improves over the next 20 years.  The city has 

great advantages in terms of location, history, culture and heritage.   However, the population will grow and housing 

must keep up with demand.  The city centre has competition from out of town retail areas.  Some facilities are lacking 

in the city, such as a good central hotel.  Major changes have happened in the city over the years, and this will 

continue to happen as the centre evolves.   Reducing the number of cars in the city centre was an aim, together with 

the encouragement of alternative transport modes.  There is no further space in the city centre for more large retail 

units, which would have to be located on the edge of the city.  The southern gateway has potential for large scale 

redevelopment with a mix of leisure and residential and commercial use. Various schemes to contain traffic were 

discussed, including removal of buses from South Street and West Street.  The northern gateway would involve the 

realignment of the fire station roundabout and the replacement of Metro House.  The Eastern gateway would involve 

two way traffic through the Hornet and the integration of St Pancras with pedestrianisation.  The Market car park can 

be redeveloped and the Western approach could have the creation of a piazza between House of Fraser and the 

Cathedral.  The southern gateway would be the first area to be upgraded, and more street parking was to be 

discussed. The Vision document has three main themes: the city must be accessible and attractive, it must be a vibrant 

and growing economy and there should be work opportunities.   

OPEN FORUM 

Following Tony Dignum’s presentation DM asked where the job creation would come from to provide the demand for 

the several hundred homes proposed for the city. TD said that this was something that the Council would encourage 

but the private sector would be the main drivers.  A member from the floor raised the question of the provision of 

infrastructure to accommodate the influx of new residents. TD said that the infrastructure would be a necessary part 

of the planning approval process.   

The meeting closed at 9:15pm, when drinks and canapes were served by SRA committee members. 
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Home Library Direct .....       

ATTENTION BOOK LOVERS 

Are you, or someone you know, finding it difficult to visit 

the library? Do you know about West Sussex Libraries’ 

Home Library Direct Service? 

This free service is for anyone who is unable to access the 

library due to age, illness, disability, caring responsibilities 

or other reasons.

A volunteer will select your choice of books - including 

large print and audiobooks - deliver them to your home, 

and return them to the library. All of our volunteers are 

DBS checked. The library are also willing to set people up 

with the appropriate App to download eBooks, eComics, 

eMagazines and eAudio from our Digital Library 24/7, if 

they call in with their laptop or tablet. 

If you would like this service or know anyone else who 

would benefit, please contact or visit your local  library for 

an application form, or complete the online form on this 

website: www.westsussex.gov.uk/HLD 

 Councillor Ruth Keeley 

01243 539721 

There have come into my possession aerial views of the locality, taken 

from an RAF 'plane on 14 May 1959. I have had to  work on them to get 

them into a reasonably presentable state.  

There is so much of interest; on the Summersdale view, (shown here), 

you can just make out the spur railway line from the Chichester - 

Midhurst line eastwards to the gravel pits in the 'upsy downies' on what is 

now the Marchwood estate, ending by the last house at the northern end 

of Fordwater Road.  

It is amazing how much of modern Chichester isn't there in 1959... 

As far as I can see, Brandy Hole Pond doesn't seem to be there, which is a 

bit odd; - maybe under the tree canopy? 

I'm sure that those of you who pedal 

past One Stop, as I do from time to 

time, are wary of being 'doored' -  

ie. a driver opening the door of their 

car or van just as you cycle past. 

Hundreds of people are injured this 

way and some killed.  But there is 

something we drivers—(I've also been 

known to park a car outside OneStop) - 

can do to help reduce the risk.  

Instead of using your door-side hand to 

open the door, use the other one. This 

makes you twist towards the door and 

encourages you to check the mirror 

before you slowly open the door -  

I have to admit that, after 50 years of 

driving, it's difficult to change a habit, 

but worth persevering - it could save a 

life and it might be mine, or yours! 

More detail on the RosPA website 

here ... 

https://www.rospa.com/road-safety/

advice/pedal-cyclists/sharing-the-road-

together-drivers-cyclists/dutch-reach/ 

And the accident figures are from 

Cycling UK's website, here ... 

https://www.cyclinguk.org/press-

release/2017-09-10/cycling-uk-calls-greater-

public-awareness-%E2%80%9Ccar-dooring%

E2%80%9D 

‘Car Dooring’  Mike Steel Summersdale in 1959 ... 

This is a service whereby DBS-checked volunteers  

select, deliver and return books and other library items 

to people in their own homes  

who find it difficult to visit the library.  

It's called The Dutch Reach,  

it's very simple and it works like this. 

"reach, swivel, look back, open slowly,  

and then exit facing traffic",  

as RosPA  puts it. 

photograph obtained by Andrew Berriman

The photograph has had to be removed as permission 

has not been granted to distribute it electronically 
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Dates for diaries 2018 

Committee Meetings  Goodwood Other information 

  
 

 

Thu 4 January 

 

Thu 15
 
February 

(AGM) 

 

Thu 22 February 

 

Thu 5 April 

 

Thu 31 May 

 

  

 

 

Thu 26 July 

 

Thu 6 September 

 

Thu 25 October 

 

Thu 22
 
 November 

 

 

Goodwood Members’ Meeting  

17—18 March 
exclusively for GRRC  

(Goodwood Road Racing Club)  

members at the Goodwood Motor Circuit 

 

Festival of Speed 

The Silver Jubilee 

12 - 15 July 
 

 Qatar Goodwood Festival 

31 July —4 August 
 

Revival Meeting   

7—9 September 

 

For other information 

please go to our website 

www.summersdaleresidents.co.uk 

We post information on our 

notice board by the letter box in 

The Broadway. 

We will also advise you of any 

urgent matters by email 

7:30 pm at St Michael’s Hall 

Chairman—till the AGM, then vacant 

Roger Hobbs, 1 Brandy Hole Lane, PO19 5RL 

Tel: 538717 

email: admin@summersdaleresidents.co.uk 

Vice Chairman 

Mrs Sue Spooner, 1 Maplehurst Road, PO19 6QL 

Tel: 528467 

Treasurer and Assistant Minutes Secretary 

Peter Bickley, 4 Maplehurst Road, PO19 6QL 

Tel: 780628 

Membership Secretary 

Mrs Vanessa Stern, 15 Selham Close, PO19 5BZ 

Tel: 778374 

email: membership@summersdaleresidents.co.uk 

Newsletter Editor 

Mrs Mary Quiney, 26 Plainwood Close, PO19 5YB 

Mob: 07814 707759 

email:newsletter@summersdaleresidents.co.uk 

Webmaster 

Michael Steel, 59 Maplehurst Road, PO19 6RP 

Tel: 771249 

email: webmaster@summersdaleresidents.co.uk 

 

 
 
 

Planning Secretary—till the AGM, then vacant 

Andrew Birch, 8 Selham Close, PO19 5BZ 

Tel: 775342 

email: planning@summersdaleresidents.co.uk 

Assistant Planning Secretary 

Trevor Owen,  Abbotsford, Summersdale Road, PO19 6PW 

Tel: 527307 

Minutes Secretary 

Janet Leonard, 64 Ferndale Road, PO19 6QJ 

Tel: 697391 

Goodwood Liaison 

Dennis Martin, 9 Hunters Way, PO19 5RB 

Tel: 536496  

email:goodwoodliaison@summersdaleresidents.co.uk 

Newsletter Distribution 

Michael Berry, 34 Plainwood Close, PO19 5YB 

Tel/Fax: 530208 

Alison Stratton-Baldwin 17 Croft Mead, PO19 6RN 

Tel: 787348 

Please let the membership secretary know if you have 

decided not to continue your membership  

particularly if you have cancelled a standing order 

Your Committee 2017/2018 

We are a Nation of  Animal Lovers ....... aren’t we? 

Many of us keep a pet - 

A cat or dog or other. 

We go, as needed, to the vet 

And play the role of mother. 
 

But when visitors come to the door 

What message does it send, 

When their legs are scratched by a doggy paw, 

“He’s only being a friend”? 

And when they sit down on a chair 

They find it is a trap. 

They cannot move to go elsewhere 

As the cat is on their lap! 

 

And joggers on Centurion Way 

Hear, “Don’t worry—he won’t hurt”. 

But find, indeed, to their dismay, 

A bite beneath the dirt! 

Bird lovers, who their gardens fill 

With fat balls, nuts and more, 

Are hoping they won’t see the kill 

That’s ‘delivered’ to next door. 

 

All your pets bring you great joy; 

We don’t want to be moaners. 

Please don’t allow them to annoy. 

Be empathetic owners. 


